
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                         

 

 

 

 
 

´TKH LLYHUSRRO-Cologne Churches Partnershipµ  

  A Short History 



 In 1908, a party of 70 people came to Liverpool from Cologne 
CDWKHGUDO LQ RUGHU WR VWXG\ WKH ZRUN RI WKH FLW\·V AQJOLFDQ 
Cathedral, which was still in the process of being built!  This 
is the earliest recorded event in a partnership between the 
churches of the two cities which has flourished since it was 
revived over 20 years ago, and now plays an important role in 
WKH IRUPDO ¶WZLQ-FLW\· UHODWLRQVKLS EHWZHHQ LLYHUSRRO DQG 
Cologne, which celebrated its 60th anniversary in 2012. 

     The present partnership between the churches of the two 
cities goes back to 1990, when a group of clergy and church 
ZRUNHUV IURP CRORJQH FDPH WR LLYHUSRRO WR VWXG\ WKH ¶FDLWK LQ 
WKH CLW\· UHSRUW, ZKLFK KDG VXFK DQ LPSDFW RQ XUEDQ FKXUFK 
OLIH LQ WKH ODWH 1980·V.  SLQFH WKHQ, WKHUH has been a regular 
flow of clergy and church members of various traditions 
WUDYHOOLQJ EHWZHHQ WKH WZR FLWLHV, WDNLQJ SDUW LQ HDFK RWKHU·V 
special anniversaries and events, and looking together at such 
matters as urban ministry, the involvement of the churches in 
evangelism, social action and community work, relations with 
people of other faiths, and the response of the churches to 
the problems faced by the unemployed, the homeless, 
refugees and asylum seekers.  There has been valuable 
support from Cologne IRU WKH ZRUN RI ¶SRPHZKHUH EOVH·, RIWHQ 
NQRZQ DV ¶WKH EUHDG FKXUFK·, LQ BROG SWUHHW, DQG LQ WKHVH DQG 
many ways experiences have been shared, friendships made, 
and new insights gained. 

     So the partnership goes on. Such international partnerships 
have bHHQ WUXO\ GHVFULEHG DV DQ RSSRUWXQLW\ IRU ¶FLUFXODWLRQ RI 
the life-EORRG LQ WKH BRG\ RI CKULVW.· 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top row: Joint service at 
Liverpool Cathedral; The 
Mayors at Liverpool Town 
Hall. 

Middle row: Signing the 
Visitor’s Book at Cologne; The 
Stargazers at the Epiphany 
service in Liverpool. 

Bottom row: Joint Girls’ 
Choirs; Cologne, Liverpool 
Cathedral, Metropolitan 
Cathedral.  



Music  

     There have been some notable musical events, particularly 
involving the Cathedral choirs of both cities.  In 2004 the 
GLUOV· Choir from Cologne Cathedral visited Liverpool, gave 
concerts at both cathedrals, and attended a reception at the 
Town Hall, and later in the same year Liverpool Cathedral 
Choir visited Cologne for concerts in Altenberg and St. Maria 
im Kapitol and to participate in High Mass at Cologne 
Cathedral. 

     Two years later, Andreas Meisner, organist at Altenberg 
Cathedral near Cologne, gave a concert at Liverpool 
Cathedral, and in the same year Liverpool CathedUDO GLUOV· 
Choir visited Cologne and gave concerts at various venues as 
ZHOO DV D MRLQW FRQFHUW ZLWK WKH GLUOV· FKRLU RI CRORJQH 
Cathedral. 

     TKH ¶DD\ IRU EXURSH· LQ CRORJQH in 2008 was presented as a 
Liverpool day.  Stephen Pritchard, the Roman Catholic youth 
chaplain, took a small group of young people to take part, as 
well as a 4-piece band, ¶TKH X MHQ·, who played a part in the 
rock concert in the Cathedral in the evening.   

     Also that year, BHQMDPLQ BULWWHQ·V ·WDU RHTXLHP· was  
performed in the cathedrals at Altenberg, Cologne and 
Liverpool, with choirs from the cities and the cathedrals in 
Cologne and Liverpool participating as part RI LLYHUSRRO·V \HDU 
as European Capital of Culture celebrations.   

     More recently, the GLUOV· Fhoirs of Cologne Cathedral and 
both Liverpool Cathedrals sang together to celebrate Epiphany 
in Cologne and Pentecost in Liverpool, where they joined in 
celebrating WKH QXHHQ·V DLDPRQd Jubilee and in the Walk of 
Witness along Hope Street.    



VisiWs 
 
     TKH FKXUFKHV KDYH PDGH VRPH QRWDEOH YLVLWV WR HDFK 
RWKHU·V FLWLHV RYHU WKH \HDUV.  SRPH KDYH LQYROYHG WDNLQJ SDUW 
LQ VSHFLDO IHVWLYDOV DQG DQQLYHUVDULHV, VXFK DV ESLSKDQ\ DQG 
RHIRUPDWLRQ DD\ LQ CRORJQH, DQG PHQWHFRVW DQG WKH FLW\·V 
800WK DQQLYHUVDU\ LQ LLYHUSRRO. BXW VRPH KDYH EHHQ WR PDUN 
NH\ DQQLYHUVDULHV RI WKH SHFRQG WRUOG WDU, VXFK DV WKH 1,000 
ERPEHU UDLG RQ CRORJQH DQG WKH BDWWOH RI WKH AWODQWLF.  TKH 
60WK DQQLYHUVDU\ RI WKH HQGLQJ RI WKH ZDU ZDV FRPPHPRUDWHG 
E\ WKH SODQWLQJ RI D WUHH LQ CRORJQH, LQ VRLO IURP LLYHUSRRO DV 
ZHOO DV IURP RWKHU FLWLHV, D PRYLQJ V\PERO RI D WUHH RI SHDFH 
SODQWHG ZLWK VRLO IURP FLWLHV WKDW ZHUH IRUPHUO\ HQHPLHV DQG 
DUH QRZ ILUP IULHQGV. 
 
     <RXQJ SHRSOH KDYH WDNHQ DQ DFWLYH SDUW LQ WKH SDUWQHUVKLS.  
A SDUW\ RI 50 IURP WKH LLYHUSRRO AUFKGLRFHVH MRLQHG WKRXVDQGV 
RI RWKHUV DW WRUOG <RXWK DD\ ZKHQ LW ZDV KHOG LQ CRORJQH, DQG 
VRPH \HDUV DJR D JURXS RI WHHQDJHUV IURP SSHNH KHOSHG UXQ D 
KROLGD\ SOD\ VFKHPH IRU FKLOGUHQ WKHUH.   
 
     CKXUFK OHDGHUV, ERWK SDVW DQG SUHVHQW, KDYH EHHQ DFWLYHO\ 
LQYROYHG.  IQ UHFHQW \HDUV, BLVKRSV JDPHV JRQHV DQG TRP 
WLOOLDPV, DQG WKH RHYHUHQGV HRZDUG SKDUS DQG PKLO JXPS, 
KDYH DOO WDNHQ SDUW LQ HYHQWV LQ CRORJQH, DQG AUFKELVKRS 
PDWULFN KHOO\ KDV OHG D VHPLQDU LQ LLYHUSRRO RQ LQWHU-IDLWK 
UHODWLRQV ZLWK UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV IURP WKH CRORJQH FKXUFKHV.  
DHDQ JXVWLQ WHOE\ UHSUHVHQWHG LLYHUSRRO RQ RHIRUPDWLRQ DD\ 
LQ CRORJQH LQ 2008. 
 
     OWKHU YLVLWV KDYH LQYROYHG ORFDO SDVWRUV IURP CRORJQH 
KROGLQJ WKHLU DQQXDO FRQIHUHQFH KHUH, DQG JURXSV VWXG\LQJ WKH 
UHVSRQVH RI WKH FKXUFKHV WR WKH SOLJKW RI WKH KRPHOHVV DQG 
DV\OXP VHHNHUV LQ HDFK FLW\.  BXW HDFK WLPH D YLVLW WDNHV SODFH, 
IULHQGVKLSV DUH VWUHQJWKHQHG DQG RXU YLVLRQ RI WKH ZRUOGZLGH 
FKXUFK LV HQKDQFHG.    
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Rafael Seitz  

Belonging and Beyond 

Lin Holland and Veronica Moos 

 

 



Art  

     There have been a number of art exhibitions and 
installations, supported by the churches and particularly the 
cathedrals, in both cities over the years, and the use in 
worship of the Cologne cross and the star of Bethlehem 
provide a regular reminder of the partnership.   

     In 2004, tKH DUW LQVWDOODWLRQ ¶BHORQJLQJ DQG BH\RQG·, D 
joint work by Veronika Moos-Brochhagen from Cologne and Lin 
Holland from Liverpool, was on display in Liverpool Cathedral 
before being displayed in Cologne and then later at the 
Metropolitan Cathedral. Later, two Cologne artists visited 
Liverpool to discuss future events for the Capital of Culture 
year in 2008, and an art exhibition by Hans Rungeler took 
place in the Lady Chapel of Liverpool Cathedral. 

     A notable installation of a series of 'steles of multi-
coloured glass' by Raphael Seitz was opened in the grounds of 
LLYHUSRRO·V MHWURSROLWDQ CDWKHGUDO at Pentecost in 2010.  It 
was dedicated by Cardinal Walter Casper, who preached at 
the Two Cathedrals Service. 

     Artist Colin Taylor was invited to undertake a residency at 
LLYHUSRRO·V AQJOLFDQ CDWKHGUDO in 2010 with the intention of 
producing a body of work, particularly drawings, of its interior 
space.  Subsequently, the work transferred to Cologne where 
it formed part of the sixtieth anniversary of economic and 
cultural links between the two cities. Drawings of the 
Anglican Cathedral were exhibited alongside newly produced 
drawings of both the Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral and 
Cologne Cathedral.   

 

 



The Crib 

     To mark the end of the 60th DQQLYHUVDU\ \HDU, D ¶LLYHUSRRO 
NDWLYLW\· FULE ZDV LQFOXGHG LQ WKH DQQXDO CRORJQH KULSSHQZHJ 
- ¶CULE WDON· - an international display of Nativity Cribs in 
venues across the city of Cologne.  

     Year 12 art students from Upton Hall School worked with 
ceramic artist Emma Rodgers to create a crib that brought 
together the nativity story and aspects of the City of Liverpool 
in a compact Perspex cube design.  The crib was displayed in 
the Antoniterkirche, the Protestant church in the centre of 
CRORJQH·V EXV\ VKRSSLQg district, and proved to be one of the 
highlights of the exhibition. 

 

 

For further information contact: Revd Ian Smith, Ecumenical 
Development Officer, on 0151 709 0125: office@ctmr.org.uk 
Revd Bob Andrews Convener of the Churches Link group. 0151 336 4890 
bobandkay36@live.co.uk 
 


